
Research and Evaluation  
Conference on Self-Sufficiency

June 1-3, 2016 ● Washington, DC

Wednesday, June 1

Time Session Presenter

10:45 am TANF and the Labor Market: Connecting Low-Income Workers to 
In-Demand Jobs

Paper Presentation: Promising Occupations for TANF Recipients and 
Other Low-Income Workers

Annalisa Mastri

Paper Presentation: Using Labor Market Information and Related 
Resources to Connect TANF Recipients to Good Jobs

Kristen Joyce

The Parents and Children Together Evaluation: Initial Findings

Paper Presentation: Integrating Employment Services into Healthy 
Marriage-Relationship Education Programming

Heather Zaveri

Paper Presentation: Listening to Low-Income Fathers: Reflections of 
Fathers Participating in the Parents and Children Together Project

Pamela Holcomb

Paper Presentation: Does Culture Matter? A PACT Descriptive Study 
of Responsible Fatherhood Programs Serving Hispanic Men

Robin Dion

Building Research Capacity in Human Services Agencies

Paper Presentation: Advancing Evidence-Based Decision  
Making: Rapid-Cycle Evaluation as a Tool for Continuous Program 
Improvement

Jonathan McCay

Paper Presentation: Using Research Evidence to Transform  
Employment Services for Disadvantaged Populations

Michelle Derr

4:00 pm Innovative Strategies for TANF Participant Engagement

Paper Presentation: Improving Engagement of TANF Families: 
Understanding Work Participation and Families with Reported Zero 
Hours of Participation in Program Activities

Michelle Derr

Identifying Themes and Gaps in Research Evidence on Employment 
Strategies for Low-Income Adults

Paper Presentation: Assessing the Evidence-Base: Strategies that 
Support Employment for Low-Income Adults

Annalisa Mastri

Paper Presentation: Can Work Readiness Strategies Encourage  
Better Employment and Earnings for Low-Income Adults?

Jacob Hartog

Paper Presentation: Financial Incentives or Sanctions as a Strategy 
for Increasing Low-Income Adults’ Employment

Sarah Wissel
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Thursday, June 2

Time Session Presenter

1:00 pm Family Self-Sufficiency Data Center: Enhancing the Use of  
Administrative Data

Matthew Stagner, 
Moderator

Understanding the Role and Importance of Goal-Directed Skills for 
Self-Sufficiency

Paper Presentation: Using Evidence to Strengthen Goal-Directed 
Behaviors: The GOALS Study

Elizabeth Cavadel

2:30 pm Advancing Understanding of Instability and Family Well-Being 
(Roundtable)

Matthew Stagner

The Child SSI Program in the Changing Safety Net (Roundtable) Bonnie O’Day

How to Better Design Studies for Evidence Reviews: Lessons from 
the Employment Strategies for Low-Income Adults, Home Visiting, 
and Teen Pregnancy Prevention Evidence Reviews (Roundtable)

Emily Sama-Miller 
Julieta Lugo-Gil

Friday, June 3

Time Session Presenter

8:30 am Engaging Fathers in Social Service Programs: Lessons Learned

Paper Presentation: Helping Noncustodial Parents Support Their 
Children: Early Implementation Findings from the CSPED Evaluation

Diane Paulsell

11:45 am Findings from a National Experimental Study of the WIA Adult and 
Dislocated Worker Programs

Paper Presentation: The Effectiveness of Job Search Assistance and 
Training

Sheena McConnell

Youth Homelessness: Prevention and Interventions

Paper Presentation: Supporting Grantees in Developing Evidence-
Based Research: An Example of Foster Youth Transitioning to 
Self-Sufficiency

Cay Bradley

Evidence-Based Initiative Implementation: Teen Pregnancy  
Prevention Grantees’ Efforts at Scale-Up and Community-Wide 
Programming

Paper Presentation: Personal Responsibility Education Program 
(PREP): Building Infrastructure to Support the Delivery of PREP 
Evidence-Based Programs

Theresa Schulte

Paper Presentation: Implementing a School-Based Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention Curriculum in Rural Kentucky

Rachel Shapiro

But Will It Work for Me? Using Evidence Reviews to Understand 
External Validity

Paper Presentation: External Validity: The Next Step for Systematic 
Reviews?

Sarah Avellar
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